Waimea Valley- Heaulycultivated in taro, Waimeais famous for the Menehune
Missionary Heritage Ditch that was engineered to bring water 14 feet above Wai mea River around a

steepcliff toirrigate taro. Itis still inuse today. Inthe 1860's rice became animpor-
tant commodity and manyof the taro fields were converted torice and then later in
the 1900s to sugar cane. Todaysome of the fields are now backin taro cultivation.

In 1820, Wai mea became the center
for missionary wor k on Kaua'i under
the aspects of first the King, thenthe

gowernor of theisland. The stone Walmea Road & Old Brldge' Waimea Road was the Original

church and two stone houses stand main street leading to theiron bridge crossing theriver, replacedin
Legend as a monument to their endeavors. 1938 by the present bridge and high-way as part of the Territory
Long a center of Hawaiian government of Hawai‘i WPA projects under President R oosevelt. T he cl uster
and commerce, Waimea is an ancient of buildings near Hofgaard Parkare the ol dest commercial
settlement with its beginnings shroudedin buildings in Wai mea, built high off the ground due to once
mythology. frequent flooding by theriver.

National Historic
Landmarks & Buildings

State Historic Register Buildings
Museums & Displays

King Kaumualifi

King Kaumuali‘i was the last

Independent high chief of Kaua'i during

the years of Kamehameha's wars.

Traders in fur, sandalwood and guns

made the leewar d anchorage at

Waimea a provision stop. The
Russian-American Trading Co. ¢

% AN S S MAGEET 70 fortified the area by building astone |
& \ fort armed with cannon at the
DHOFGARRD PARK. e, river mouth for Kaumuali‘i. ||
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The fort was dismantled |
inthe 1890s .
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ships visited a series of landings such as Waimea where they . , .
would anchor offshore. There were many small shops, hotels, Captam Cook’s Land'_ng .

alumber yard, storage for sugar and rice awaiting export to the Captain James Cooks landing in
mainl and clustered along La'au Road. Waimea in 1778, marked his an-
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Sugar Heritage
Waimea became the commercial
center to the sugar plantations that
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H surrounded it supporting the first | — T chorage onthe first accurate

commercial bank but als o civic build- B . . 1121 Axo swee maps made of the Pacific.
ings and one of the earliest hos pitals New” Section of Town - Fromthat time, Waimea
intheislands. Waimea Sugar Mill Co.,,  Between the years of 1885 and 1941 the population of \ became_ the capital of
with its mill near the landing, was Waimea swelled. Peopl e of many nationalities came to e\ theisland to tal_<e _
incorporated in 1884 and ceased wor kin the sugar, rice and cattle industries. During and A advantage of the ship 5
operations in 1969. Wai mea after the war, there was an exodus of people finding other e traffic. Look_for the l

H Plantation Cottages is a resort made job opportuniti es other than agriculture and the popul ation g Chotat stone marking the ”]
up of old plantation houses fromthe continued to decline as the population shifted to the eastside TJ_AP«M Reab \ Iandin_g near the
1880's to the 1940's. of Kaua'i to be near theresort areas. e\ NN A MEA river mouth.
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